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ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE - URBAN 


1. Changes should be made in the administration of criminal 
justice to incorporate the values of Indian people. Such 
changes would be particularly appropriate in the area of 
treatment of juveniles and those charged with minor offences. 
An example of a change would be in changing sentencing 
practices to include such things as having the convicted 
offender do work for the Band or community, or even make 
restitution to the offended party if one exists. 

2. Band Councils or communities should be given additional 
responsibilities for the administration of criminal justice. 

3. Alternatives to jail and fines must be allowed to ensure 
that people are not incarcerated for minor offences. 

4. Emphasis and support must be given to the successful 
programmes already operating. Such obviously successful 
programmes as the court worker system should not be 
strangled because of lack of dollars. Prison liaison 
officers perform valuable functions, yet all too often 
they suffer from lack of funds. 

5. Emphasis must be placed on ensuring that inmates are 
advised of their rights when entering institutions. It 
is not sufficient to merely hand out books and leaflets. 
More active advice must be engaged in,even to the point of 
having other native people or advisors speaking directly 


to the inmates. 
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It must not be assumed that the opportunity to make 
submissions to law reform commissions or other such 
groups is sufficient to involve native people in the law 
reform process. Effort must be made to ensure that the peor 
at the community or reserve level are polledas to their 
views. This must involve getting those charged with the 
responsibility for the law reform process out into the 
communities talking to the people who are affected by the 
very laws under discussion. 

Alternative methods to institutional care must be found. 


The recidivism of native offenders clearly displays 





the inadeguacies of the present institutional structures. 
Such alternatives as being sentenced to a community house 
must be explored. 

Emphasis must be placed on preventive law and education. 

All too often simple ignorance of the law results, 

one, in offences being committed, 

and two, such offenders being incarcerated. 

Scholarships and other forms of assistance must be offered 
to native people to allow them the opportunity of training 
for a career in all aspects of the criminal justice syd 
Incentives must be provided for trained Indian people to : 
ensure that these people will remain at work in the 
criminal justice system. All too often the salary and 


benefits available to a trained Indian person are so small 


that once they have received their training and experience, 


. 
they are almost forced to move on to more remunerative 
pursuits. 
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Expansion should be made of the programmes that exist 

eg., bail and parole supervision; alcohol and drug 
counselling; and family counselling. 

Support and encouragement must be given to inmate clubs 
and societies. Such clubs and societies must be treated 
with respect and active participation therein must be 
encouraged, and must not result, as it all too often does, 
in restrictions or removal of privileges. 

Opportunity must be guaranteed to inmates to ensure that 
they are able to air complaints and grievances, and that 
such complaints and grievances will be adequately 
investigated. 

It must be mentioned that legislation such as the Indian 
Act while outside the sphere of the criminal justice system 
leads to legal complications that have effect on the 
involvement of native people in the legal process. All 
too often the small resources that the Indian people have 
available to them are gobbled up by costly and often 
unnecessary litigation. It would be much better if the 
cost of such litigation could be carried by government 
agencies and the resources saved thereby be used to protect 
the individual human rights of the native people. 

The role of the prosecutor must be investigated. All too 
often, the police, prosecutor and judge appear to be in 
collusion. The separation of these various functions must 


be made very clear. 
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Last, but most importantly, to ensure that the above 
recommendations manifest themselves in positive action 

a commitment must be made by all levels of government. 

This commitment must be to a new approach to Indians and th 
law that has as its purpose the total involvement of native 
people in all levels of planning and programming to improve 
every aspect of the administraticn of justice as applied 

to native peoples. This commitment must involve an 
increase of dollars made available for the planning and 


programmes. 
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